
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
the 
SAS® Enterprise Guide 5.1 
experience 
 
 
 
 
 
Christopher Bost 
Boston Area SAS Users Group 
June 28, 2013 



the 
SAS® Enterprise Guide 5.1 
experience 

What do you think of EG? 





“You maniacs!” 

^ 

Time passed and opinions changed 
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WIIFM 

What’s In It For Me? What’s In It For Real Programmers? 

1. Write code 

2. Run shortcuts 

3. Use visuals 

4. View data sets 

5. Get help 

6. Use autocomplete 

7. Format output 

8. Store everything 

9. Run batch 

10.Use tasks 

7 

WIIFRP 

1. Write code 

 Open SAS® Enterprise Guide 

 File > New > Program 

 Start typing 

 Have a good day 
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Program tab 
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type here 

demo 1 

2. Run shortcuts [built-in] 

 Ctrl + A, Ctrl + C, Ctrl + V, etc. work as usual 

 Ctrl + / = comment; Ctrl + Shift + / = uncomment 

 Ctrl + Shift + F = Formats 

 Ctrl + Shift + I = Informats 

 Ctrl + Shift + F1 = Functions 

 Ctrl + Shift + F2 = Macro Functions 

 Ctrl + L = Libraries 

 Ctrl + D = Data sets 
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2. Run shortcuts [user-created] 

 Program > Editor Macros > Record New 

 Stop Recording; Assign keys 

 Ctrl + R = repeat line 

 Alt + D = delete line 

 Shift + Ctrl + I = insert initials and date stamp 

 F7 = go to previous step; F9 = go to next step 

 Shift + F8 = highlight step 

 Shift + F9 = add next step 
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demo 2 

 Click the Run button 

 Press F8 or F3 

 Runs whole program or selected lines 

 Open the Run menu and click 

 Run 

 Run Selection 

 Right-click program in Project Tree 
and select Run Program 

Running programs 
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Monitoring programs 

 Job progress is reported at the bottom left 
 

 

 

 Click the red Stop button to cancel a program 
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3. Use visuals 
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demo 3 

= not saved 

 

= ran without WARNING or ERROR 

 

= has at least one WARNING 

 

= has at least one ERROR 

Tip: Use Ctrl + Tab (or 
Ctrl + Shift + Tab) to 
move between tabs. 



4. View data sets 
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demo 4 

= character 
 

= numeric 
 

= date 

Roll over a variable 
to display its Type, 
Length, and Label. 

Click the Properties 
button to view PROC 
CONTENTS-type info. 

Properties button > Columns 
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5. Get help 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

support.sas.com 

Online documentation 

Sample code and Usage Notes 

Technical papers and SAS Global Forum proceedings 

 

Roll over a word for context-sensitive help and links to: 

demo 5 

6. Use autocomplete 

 SAS suggests ways to complete word 

 Commands, keywords, and options 

 Libref, data set name, and variables 

 Accept suggestion 

 <Spacebar>, <Enter>, or <Tab> 

 Punctuation ; , . () [] {} <> / ~ + - 

 Keep typing 

 Ignore suggestions 
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Autocomplete suggestions 
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demo 6 

Functions and PROCs 
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PROC FREQ statement options 

TABLES statement options 

demo 6 



People love it or hate it 
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AUTOCOMPLETE IS GROOVY I TRIED AUTOCOMPLETE ONCE 

IT WAS HORRIBLE 

Adjust settings 
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Tools > Options… > SAS Programs > 
Editor Options… > Autocomplete tab 



Recommendation: Try it 

 You might like it 

 Prompts for PROC and statement options 

 Roll over suggestions for Help 

 Try using Autocomplete on Third character 

 Turn off autocomplete of certain keywords 
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7. Format output 

 Multiple choices 

 SAS Report 

 HTML 

 PDF 

 RTF 

 Text output 

 Check one or more boxes 

 Results “published” to each destination 

 Text output is fastest 
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Tools > Options… > Results General 

demo 7 



Multiple output formats 

Store output externally 

 ODS destination FILE='path:\filename.ext'; 

 SAS code 

 RUN; 

 ODS destination CLOSE; 

 HTML, PDF, and RTF 
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NOTE: ODS PDF printed no output.       

(This sometimes results from failing 

to place a RUN statement before the  

ODS PDF CLOSE statement.) 



8. Store everything 
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In PC SAS, the Program,  
Log, and Results must 
be saved individually. 

Enterprise Guide Project 
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In Enterprise Guide, 
the Program, Log, and 
Results are stored in a 
single .EGP file. 

Click the Save Project button 
or File > Save Project As… 

demo 8 



9. Run batch 

 Multiple programs stored in one project 

 Series of related programs 

 Programs to run in sequence 

 Each Program has its own Log and Results 
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File > Run project 
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demo 9 



Process Flow 

 View > Process Flow 

 F4 toggle 

 Visual summary of 

 Programs 

 Logs 

 Listings 

 Other output types 

 Data sets 

 And more… 
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10. Use tasks 

32 

"Danger, Will Robinson! 

 Tasks are wizards 

 SAS generates code for you 

 You are real programmers 

 You do not know everything 

 Use tasks to generate code 

 Copy/edit what is generated 

 Good for unfamiliar PROCs 



Summary Tables Wizard… 

 Tasks > Describe > Summary Tables Wizard… 
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Check out the preview of 
the table to be produced. 

demo 10 

Work with generated code 

 Open task 

 Click on Code tab 

 Double-click inside 

 Click Yes button 

 SAS adds program 
to current project 
 

 Edit as needed 
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Summary 

Real programmers use SAS Enterprise Guide to 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are many additional features to explore! 

1. Write code 

2. Run shortcuts 

3. Use visuals 

4. View data sets 

5. Get help 

6. Use autocomplete 

7. Format output 

8. Store everything 

9. Run batch 

10.Use tasks 



Contact info 
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Selected Publications by Christopher Bost 
 

2006. Identifying duplicate values 

 

2006. Subsetting observations from large SAS
®
 data sets 

 

2007. Automatically renaming common variables before merging 

 

2007. Transposing data without PROC TRANSPOSE 

 

2008. Effective presentations for SAS
®
 training and more 

 

2010. Automatically converting character variables that store numbers to numeric variables 

 

2011. Making SAS
®
 training stick
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2011. To FREQ, perchance to MEANS  

 

2012. Magic spells with SAS
®
 

 

2012. Selecting all observations when any observation is of interest
2
 

 

2013. Checking out your dates with SAS
® 

 

2013. Dealing with duplicates 

 

                                                 
1
 Awarded best contributed paper for Planning and Support at SAS Global Forum. 

 
2
 Awarded best contributed paper for Programming: Foundations and Fundamentals 

at SAS Global Forum. 
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