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Overview 

 Rationale 
 Overview of SAS Format Catalogs 
%LocFMT 
%MissFMT 
%MultiChkFMT 

 
 



Rationale 

 Complex hierarchy of format catalogs 
 Core → Study → Report (s)→ Tables/Figures 
 Format definitions being updated 
 Location of format catalogs being moved 

 Validation of format definitions, dataset creation, and analysis 
programs 
 Person validating the program cannot edit or re-run the program 

 



Overview of SAS Format Catalogs 

 



%LocFMT 

 Provide the format name and the macro will find where the 
format is defined 
 SAS will print out the library and the path to the specific 

format catalog 
 If needed, the fmtsearch option can be updated and the 

%LocFMT can be run again 
 

 
%LocFMT (<format name>); 
 

 



%LocFMT (<Format Name>); 

%LocFMT (yesno.); 
 
 
 
 
%LocFMT ($TestCode.); 

 
 



%MissFMT 

 Provide a library reference and the macro will search through 
every dataset in that library for missing formats 
 SAS will print out the dataset(s), variable(s), and missing 

format(s), as well as a summary of the missing format(s) 
 If needed, the fmtsearch option can be updated and the 

%MissFMT can be run again 
 
 
%MissFMT (<library reference>); 



%MissFMT (<Library Reference>); 

%MissFMT (work); 
 
 
 
 
%MissFMT (perm); 

 



%MultiChkFMT 

 The %MultiChkFMT macro scans through the defined format 
catalog(s) for overlapping format definitions and highlights which 
one will be used 
 The fmtsearch option, overrides the default value (WORK) and 

defines the specific libraries and the hierarchy SAS should follow 
 Depending on the level of detail (submitted as a parameter) 

SAS will print out different information 
 1 – Overlapping format names and order of definitions SAS will use 
 2 – Format definitions SAS is using for overlapping formats names 
 3 – Output from 1 and 2 

 
 
 %MultiChkFMT (<level of detail>); 

 



%MultiChkFMT (<Level of Detail>); 

%MultiChkFMT (1); 
 
 
 



%MultiChkFMT (<Level of Detail>); 

%MultiChkFMT (2); 
 
 
 



%MultiChkFMT (<Level of Detail>); 

%MultiChkFMT (3); 
 
 



Contact Information 

Questions, comments, or concerns are welcomed. 
 
Jeffrey Lavenberg 
Center for Biostatistics in AIDS Research 
Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health 
651 Huntington Avenue 
Boston, MA  02115 
(617) 432-1463 
jlavenbe@sdac.harvard.edu 



Code for macros 

 Code with internal document will be available on the BASUG 
website, www.basug.org.  

http://www.basug.org/
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